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MEMOIR OF THE JESUITS. 


Freemasonry is not the only secret and dangerous 
combination of men, which has threatened the nations 
of the earth. THe members of the order have such 
confidence in it, and the community haye~so great res- 
pect for them, that Antimasons can hardly bring their 
views home to the hearts of many citizens who love 
their country, and hate all iniquity. In this article we 
intend to hold up the Society of Jesuits, as a mirror to 
reflect a faithful representation of some of the most 
odious and alarming features of Freemasonry. 

The Jesuits were religionists of the 16th, 17th, and 
18th, centuries, who aimed at universal influence and 
power. From Canada in the North West to China in the 
South East, and from Patagonia to the Arctic circle, their 
societies were once to be found. They were a secret or- 
der of high pretensions. Their name was one of pride 
and blasphemy, the Society of Jesus. Their members 
were men of talents and learning, of prudent zeal and 
indefatigable industry, so much so, that no body of men 
of their time could in these points compare with them. 
‘Not a Jesuit but can say, like the Demon in Scripture : 
My name is Legion; an offence to one of the mysteri- 
ous order is resented by many thousands. Never did a 
republican love his country, as every Jesuit loves his 
Society ; the very lowest of its members interests him- 
self in its glory, of which he thinks some rays reflect 
upon himself. There is not even to their brother the 
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cook, or the apothecary, one among them who is not 
proud and jealous of it. They are all put in action at 
once by this single spring, which one man directs at his 
pleasure. This love for their society subsists even in 
those who have left it: whether it be a real attachment 
founded upon gratitude, or a policy founded on interest, 
or on fear, there is hardly an ex-Jesuit preserves not 
his connexions with his old brethren; and who, even 
though he has reason to complain of them, does not 
show himself attached to their interests, and ready to 
defend them against their enemies.’ D. Alembert, 
. 42. 

af Professing to be a religious order, they made the vow 
of poverty and they attained great wealth: professing 
to be a religious order, they disclaimed meddling with 
politics, and they grew to enormous political power ; 
professing to be a religious order, they abjured the 
world ; and they exercised a spirit of intrigue and am- 
bition, cf insolence and oppression, that at length ruin- 
ed them. Their society became nearly half what the 
eloquent Mr. Brainard in 1825 described his Fraterni- 
ty to be: “‘ What is Masonry now? It is powerful. 
It comprises men of rank, wealth, office, and talent, in 
power and out of power, and that in almost every 
place where power is of any importance; and among 
the other class of community, to the lowest, large num- 
bers, capable of being directed by the efforts of others, 
so as to have the force of concert throughout the civilized 
world. They are distributed too, with the means of 
knowing each other, and the means of keeping secret, 
and the means of co-operating in the Desk, in the Le- 
gislative Hall, on the Bench, in every gathering of men 
of business, in every party of pleasure, in every en- 
terprise of government, in every domestic circle, in 
peace and in war, among enemies and friends, and in 
one place as well as another. It is too late to talk of 
the propriety of continuing or suppressing Freemason- 
ry, after the time to do so has gone by: good or wad, 
the world must take it as it is. Think of it, laugh at 
it, hate it, or despise it, still it is not only what I have 
told you, but it will continue to be ; and a world in arms 
cannot stop it.” 
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The Jesuits became formidable, fac-tious, and turbu- 
lent; and for this cause every statein Europe sought 
to be purged of them. 

Their political power was alonea crime. No society 
ought to be suffered under a wise government, which 
accumulates wealth and numbers sufficient to make the 
society formidable to the constituted authorities and to 
the laws. And notwithstanding the Jesuits became for- 
midable rather by the acquisition of power under the 
government, than by opposition to the rulers of the 
people, still the jealousy of the magistrates awakened, 
and Jesuitism deservedly became a proverb. 

The controversy began upon the doctrines of the Je- 
suits, and it was vigorously pursued, as many now would 
have us pursue the masonic question, independent of 
politics. ‘I'he immortal Pascat in the Provincial Let- 
ters gathered up their absurdities of doctrine, and over- 
whelmed them with an irony equally chaste and irre- 
sistible. ‘This Master Piece of pleasantry and elo- 
quence diverted and moved the indignation of all Eu- 
rope at their expense. Their answers, illwritten and 
full of gall, were not read, while every body knew the 
Provincial Letters by heart.’ No triumph of a moral 
nature could be more complete, than that of Paschal 
over the Jesuits. By it he gained a name greatly to be 
desired, a name that has outlived his enemies, and that 
will live, when the society of Jesuits have passed en- 
tirely away ; but the society itself long outlived him. 

They were not built on moral principles, and there- 
fore, they were not overthrown by exposing their false 
maxims. They stood upon the strength of their politi- 
cal power ; and they were able to prostrate their foes in 
the dust, and to crush many under foot, a century after 
their entire moral discomfiture by Paschal. 

Their doctrine of Probabilism, by which every deubt- 
er is permitted to take the more convenient side, and 
is safe if he take a probable side, though he may think 
the opposite side is the more probable, made sport for 
the inhabitants of Europe 100 years, without sensibly 
shaking the power of the Jesuits. They taught,— 
(they—that is one of their moralists with the sanction of 
his book by the proper authorities of the order, taught.) 
that ‘in case of a matter before a judge, where both 
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sides are equally probable, the judge may lawfully de- 
cide in favor of his private friend ;” and that he may, 
moreover, ‘‘ decide first on one side, and then revoke 
his decision, with the object of serving his friend, provi- 
ded it be done without incurring scandal ;” which is the 
exact spirit of Freemasonry. They were known to be 
men of talent and of general integrity, men of learning 
and of piety, and above all, men of tremendous authori- 
ty united in one body, able to-point a thousand swords 
at any life, and a thousand“tongues at any character, 
that might oppose them. One man with mental vigor 
enough literally to execute upon them Capt. Bobadil’s 
plan of defeating an army, and, indeed ten thou- 
sand such men fell upon them singly with great 
courage and vigor. The Jesuits in unbroken phalanx, 
defended themselves “ by exclaiming against the injus- 
tice of condemning the whole body for the extravagance 
of a few, of presuming the actual evil of their opinions 
from documents long past away, never extensively cir- 
culated, and now buried in the dust of libraries,”’ and 
the event showed how ineflicient are individual attacks 
upon disciplined bodies of men, and how useless is a 
moral controversy, to settle a disputed point sustained 
by political power. 

The arm of the law, however, was too strong for their 
system, and their discipline. They fled before it with 
the terror of guilt, when it had once broken their sword 
of political power, and burst their armor of mystery. 
Pope Clement 14th denounced and abolished the society, 
and we regret that another, in the chair of St Peter has 
since seen fit to restore it. 

The Jesuits might have continued their triumphant 
influence had they not used it in a way to call into their 
moral controversy the arm of the magistracy. In Por- 
tugal this was effected by their assassination of the reign- 
ing prince, and in France by their refusing to pay their 
just debts, and, also, refusing to administer the holy sa- 
crament to their religious and prostrate enemies the 
Jansenists. ‘hey were expelled without ceremony from 
Portugal, and in France, by an arret of Parliament, 
their lectures were stopped, Ist April 1762, and in the 
following August, 6th day, their institute was unanim- 
ously condemned, their vows were declared not binding, 
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and the order was dissolved, and its effects sold. The 
Parliament had previously drawn up and published a 
list of Jesuit opinions, extracted from their authentic 
publications, ‘‘a grand bili of indictment against the 
order, a national accusation taken out of its own pro- 
fane and profligate lips.” This course might be adopted 
with the very best effect against Freemasonry. There 
are materials enough in the hands of a thousand ene- 
mies of the mystic order, to furnish such a bill of indict- 
ment, as the nation may recieve, and the American 
People will try with the witness of truth, and with the 
jury of the ballot box, according to the best established 
precedents of Republican jurisprudence. 

Freemasonry has, also, many votaries. Wedothem no 
wrong by exposing the system; but we do them a ser- 
vice. This cunningly devised falsehood has blinded the 
eyes, perverted the understanding, and corrupted the 
heart, of many intelligent citizens. A free and peacea- 
ble citizen of this Republic, has been maliciously torn 
from his wife and children, and deliberately put to death, 
cooly butchered, after long consultation, and repeated 
advisement, by highly respectable individuals; and 
many men in high standing were privy to the design, 
and assisted in the preliminary measures, although few 
were present at the fatal catastrophe. 

Day by day new discoveries are made of the iniquity 
of an institution which has ever been equally studious to 
proclaim its charities, and to conceal its crimes. While 
each honest member may have individually known but 
a single instance of corruption, and hoped it was the 
only one, all the Fraternity and the world have been 
stunned with its praiseworthy benevolence. Now when 
inquiry is awakened, and public scrutiny runs through 
the land it is astonishing what a heap of crime is accu- 
mulated upon the head of this mystery. Bringing to- 
gether in one mass, the crimes before isolated in every 
corner, they are a mountain of iniquity equally surpri- 
sing andalarming. So it was in the breaking up of the 
military Order of Knights Templars in the L4th cen- 
tury, and the order of Jesuits under notice. 

But the reader cannot suppose that the society of 
the Jesuits fell without a struggle, and disappeared with- 
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out excitement. ‘Their moral influence was prodigious, 
and their political ascendancy was paramount. To rise 
upon them outright was too much for the courage of that 
age in France. To save appearances, the bill of in- 
dictment made out by Parliament run against the pre- 
tended Jesuits ; and great fears were entertained for the 
fate of religion, and the peace of society in the result. 
The grossness of the charges exhibited against them, 
and the atrocity of the extracts quoted from their stand- 
ard authors, were such as to stumble public belief; and 
had not their avowed theory of infidelity and regicide 
been reduced to practice by their more zealous brethren, 
the world could not have believed the righteous charges. 
But the heinousn: ss of the charges against jesuitism is 
no evidence of the want of truth; ‘‘and there is tre- 
mendous proof, that whatever might be the guilt of their 
principles, it was sustained by the guilt of their practi- 
ces.” For. Rev. p. 321. 

Societies, like men, become vicious by degrees, they 
do not venture upon the cold and cruel slaughter of their 
fellow-men for their first offence; they approximate this 
height of crime by regular steps in the lower degrees of 
iniquity. The investigation of F. M. now in the vigor 
of youth, fetches them to light, and exposes them to,hon- 
est hoodwinked brethren, and tothe world. Where this 
investigation has been conducted a length of time suffi- 
cient to allow its results fairly to operate upon the public 
mind, the people by an overwhelming majority, have 
given the fullest demonstration of their abhorrence and 
distrust of Freemasonry. The churches have spoken 
distinctly, and are yet speaking, that the order of Free- 
masonry is anti-christian. The people at the polls have 
pronounced it hostile to our civil liberties, and,to our po- 
litical institutions. ‘The honest members of the Frater- 
nity are themselves openly forsaking it by tens, and by 
fifties. 

For at the West, inquiry has so alarmed the people 
that they have lost their confidence in the tribunals of 
public justice. ‘* They believe,” says the excellent re- 
port of the Senate upon this subject, “ that masonry ex- 
erts its influence in civil, as well as criminal cases; in 
arbitrations, references, trials by jury, before justices of 
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the ce, and in the higher courts. Formerly from 
one-half to two-thirds of their justices, belonged to the 
fraternity of masons ;—now not one in twenty are of the 
initiated : and this change has been chiefly produced by 
their entire conviction of the fact, that masonry pervades 
and influences the courts of justice.” And such a storm 
have the confessed and apparent outrages of the con- 
ceited mystery raised in that region, that the Fraternity 
not only fly before it, but wisely yield to it, and honestly 
surrender their charters. 

The Jesuiis carried on a trade with the island of Mar- 
tinico. In the war between France and England, du- 
ring which Wolf and Montcalm fell on the same con- 
tested field, and Washington began his glory, these affi- 
liated traders met with some losses, which they wished 
to leave upon the hands of their correspondents at Ly- 
ons and Marseilles. ‘The merchants, robbed and treat- 
ed like fools by the Jesuits, attacked them in the regular 
way of justice.” The Jesuits, in order to make their 
expected triumph more brilliant and complete, demand- 
ed that the cause should be brought before the great 
chamber of the Parliament of Paris. They lost it there 
unanimously, and were condemned to pay large sums to 
the merchants, with a prohibition again to meddle with 
commerce. In the law-suit it had been debated whether 
in reality the Jesuits were, by their constitutions, an- 
swerable one for the other. This question furnished 
Parliament with a very natural opportunity of demand- 
ing a sight of those famous constitutions, which bad 
never been examined. The examination of these, and 
afterwards of their books, furnished /egal means, mere 
than sufficient for declaring their institution contrary to 
the laws of the kingdom, and to the obedience due to the 
sovereign, and contrary to the tranquillity of the state. 
— D’ Alembert. 

Abundant testimony is exhibited to shew, that the 
masonic institution is more contrary to the constitution 
and laws of this Republic, and to the tranquillity of the 
state ; but it is not legal evidence. The public are 
deeply interested to know the truth in this matter ; and 
to know it with the assurance, which the calm decisions 
of our legal tribunals never fail to inspire. This assu- 
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rance may be properly attained, by trying the compe- 
tency of a Royal Arch Mason, to give his testimony, or 
to sit on a jury, where a brother Royal Arch Mason is 
on trial by indictment. The Court will not inquire, 
whether the witness, or challenged juror deems his 
Royal Arch oath incompatible with the impartiality of 
a witness and of a juror ; but they will inquire: “ have 
you taken the Royal Arch Mason oath?” ‘I have.” 
‘* Please to step aside until we learn the precise character 
of that oath.” Ten thousand honest masons may be 
found, in good standing with the order, who, if called 
upon by the legal authority, would either frankly say 
that they could not testify in the case without implica- 
ting themselves, or eise would true and faithful answer 
give to the questions put by the court. 

This course is very plain; we rejoice to have it so. 
We make our mark, and ehallenge the Fraternity to 
cross it. We throw our glove at the bar of our legal 
tribunals ; let those who contradict us, take it up if they 
dare. We challenge them to judicial combat ; we defy 
them to mect us before twelve men impanneled in due 
form of law. Weare sure that such a trial would place 
Freemasonry in the condition of Jessuitism, when the 
Parliament of Paris demanded a sightof the Jesuit con- 
stitutions. We know it would furnish legal evidence 
of the iniquity of the order, which would be irresistible 
and overwhelming, not to show that every Freemason 
is a knave; but that the constitutions of the order 
would have him so. We dispute no man’s word; _hon- 
est masons may declare that they know of no evil in 
Freemasonry. We believe them; but they will allow 
us also to know, and from their own ranks to prove, 
that every point in the oaths revealed in Bernard’s Light 
on Masonry, is exacted by regularly constituted lodges 
of Freemasonry ; and when that is proved to the entire 
satisfaction of the court and jury, the inquiring public 
will know and the honest masons will learn something 
they did not know before, viz. that there is evil in Free- 
masonry. 

Until we have opportunity to submit the oaths of Free- 
masonry, to the trial of a high court, we in conslusion 
offer for consideration the following questions carefully 
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prepared from those propounded to the Jesuits in the 
year of their dissolution in France, as recorded in the 
history of their destruction by D’Alembert. 

1. Are not the people competent of themselves, and 
by their legal representatives, to decide whether any 
secret or benevolent institution be conformable or con- 
trary to the laws of this republic ? 

2. Did not the citizens who have submitted them- 
selves to the institution of Freemasonry, submit to it, 
on the supposition, nay, in the persuasion, that it was 
approved by the laws and by the people ? 

3. If the people or their representatives, having at 
first permitted or tolerated the institution, come after- 
wards to be of opinion that it is contrary to the laws of 
the republic would the good citizens, who have subjected 
themselves to this institution, do wrong to renounce it ? 
Would they err in accounting their vow of obedience to 
the order, inconsistent with the obedience they owe from 
their birth beth to the commands of God, and to the con- 
stitutions of their country ? 

4. If the vow which they have made as citizens, be 
contrary to that they have made as Freemasons, is not 
this second vow null of itself, being destroyed by a vow 
more ancient and more sacred ? 

3. If they think themselves, notwithstanding this con- 
sideration, engaged by their vow of obedience to the or- 
der, ought not the people and their legal reprsentatives 
to declare that they are disqualified for the discharge 
of any public trust? 

We do not believe that the jesuits were naturally 
worse men, than their contemporaries, or that they be- 
came jesuits with criminal views. We do not believe 
that the individuals were, as private citizens, worse, than 
any equal number of their fellow citizens. The mischief 
was not in the men; it was in their form of social con- 
stitution, in their oaths of obligation to the order, in 
their wide distribution of immense power, concentred 
in one body, actuated by one spirit of self aggrandise- 
ment, and governed by one head of the order. The 
mischief of Jesuitism was not so much in the men, or 
in the object of their association, as it was in the mode 
of action they adopted to attain that object. They or- 

Vol. I—11.—2. ' 
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ganized into companies, like an army; into higher 
grades like an aristocracy ; under one chief, like a des- 
potism ; and they worked this complicated machine with 
seeret springs, concealed from the world, and from the 
inspection of even the great body of the order itself. 
Here was the mischief. We believe that man is inca- 
pable of exercising great power uncontrole| by public 
accountability, without abusing it. Whether it be reli- 
gious Jesuitism, or social Freemasonry, the organization, 
the power, and the secret operation, are the same; ex- 
cept that Freemasonry is much the more secret and 
complicated of the two. And it may be doubted 
whether angels in such a society, could resist the 
temptation always held out to sin. It is not the fault 
of Jesuits or Freemasons individually, that their socie- 
ties are regarded with jealousy, or have fallen into dis- 
repute ; but it is the constitutional fault of their social 
organization, and their unaccountable mode of public 
action, which renders them alike objects of democratic 
hostility, and of republican dread. It is their secret 
government, their fraternal obligations, their mutual 
confidence, and their spiritual love to the order, which 
fasten them together, right or wrong, and incline the 
whole body downward in the race equally of time and 
sin. A secret society cannot improve in virtue. Its ten- 
dency is irrevocably to err, to become wholly corrupt. 
History affords no example of one which has not fallen 
into disgrace, or of one which has ever purified itself, 
or been purified, save only by dissolution, and death. 


Or Masonic AUTHORS AND THEIR WORKS, proper to be trusted 
for the true History of Freemasonry ; and, although they have not all 
the same value with the fraternity, not one of them is apocryphal. 
Book or Constitutions. By James Anderson, London. 1723. 

This Anderson is the Herodotus of Freemasonry. We have 

been unable yet to possess the first edition of his work, and now use 

‘* Constitutions of the Ancient and Honorable fraternity of Free 

and accepted masons, containing their history, charges, regula- 

tions, &e. Collected and digested by order of the Grand Lodge 
from their old records, faithful traditions and lodge books, for the 
use of the lodges. By James Anderson, D. D. Carefully revi- 
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sed, continued, and enlarged with many additions. By John En- 
tick, M. A. London, 4to. 1756. 

ILtLusTRaTions of Masonry. By William Preston, Past Mas- 
ter of the Lodge of Antiquity, acting by immemorial custom. First 
American from Strahan’s tenth London Edition. Portsmouth 
1804. 12mo. 400 p. p. 

It is the singular praise of this author, that from A. D. 1788 to 
A. D. 1825, thirteen editions of this work were called for by the 
British public. We shall quote it by his name. Preston, 

Animan Rezon. By Lawrence Dermott, Deputy Grand Mas- 
ter of the Ancient Masons. ['This is the excellent father of all the 
family of Ahiman Rezons] 8vo. 284 p. p. London A. D. 1764, 

HurcHinson’s spirit or Masonry. I8mo. 130. p. p. with the 
official sanetion of the grand officers of the Grand Lodge of Eng- 
land. Reprinted at New-York A. D. 1802. [In the very highest 
esteem of great masons.} We quote it; Hutchinson.” 

Use AND ABUSE OF Freemasonry ; a work of the greatest utility 
to the brethren of the society, to mankind in general, and to the 
ladies in particular. By Capt. George Smith, Inspector of the 
Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, Provincial Grand Master 


for the county of Kent, and R. A- London. 1783. 8vo. 400 p. +d 
[This work speaks with the dignity and assurance of a royal mili- 
tary and most excellent masonic Grand Master.] We quote it; 
Smith. 


Calcott’s Disquisition upon Freemasonry. 8vo. 

Tur History or Freemasonry, drawn from authentic sources 
of information, with an account of the Grand Lodge of Scotland 
from its institution in 1736 to the present time, compiled from the 
records ; and an appendix of original papers. By Alexander Law- 
rie, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Scotland. 8vo. 340 
p- p- Edinburg. 1804. A work of learning and respectability. 
We quote it: Lawrie. 

Tue Freemasen’s Pocket Companies, containing the ori- 
gin, progress aud present state of that Ancient Fraternity, &c. 
&e. Air, Scotland, A. D. 1792. 12mo. 300 p. p. 

Tue ANTIQUITIES OF FReemasONRY, comprising illustrations 
of the five grand periods of Masonry, from the creation of 
the world, to the dedication of king Solomon's temple, with 4 
maps. By George Oliver, vicar of Clee in the county of Lincoln, 
Past Grand Chaplain for the same county, and domestic Chap- 
lain to the Rt. Hon. Lord Kensington. London. 1823. 8vo. 366 p. p. 
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Signs snp Symeo xs, illustrated and explained in a course of 12 
lectures on Freemasonry, By the same. Grimsby, Eng. 1826. 
Svo. 248 p. p. 

Tue Star in THE East, showing the analogy whieh exists be 
tween the Lectures of Freemasonry, the mechanism of initiation 
into its mysteries, and the CuristiaN Rexvigion. By the same. 
London 1825. Inmo. 172 p. p. 


American FREEMASONRY. 


The following treatises published in the U. S. have not only the 
sanction of the use, but the written and authentic recommendation 
of the several Grand Fraternities named in their several title pages. 

Tae Freemason’s Montror, or Illustrations ef Masonry in two 
parts. By Thomas Smith Webb, sanctioned by the Grand Royal 
Arch Chapter of the state of Rhode Island. Providence A. D. 
1808. 12mo. 336 p. p. we quote it: Webb’s Monitor. 

Auman Rezon, abridged and digested, By -‘ illiam Smith D. D. 
Sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. Philadelphia 
A. D. 1753. 12mo. 166 p. p. We quote it. Constitutions of Pa. 

Auiman Rezon, forthe use of the Grand Lodge of South Car- 
olina, Ancient York Masons: compiled and arranged at the request 
of the Grand Lodge and published by their authority. By Fred- 
erick Dalcho. Charleston, S.C. A. D, 1807. 8vo. 234 p. p. 
We quote it: Constitutions of S.C. 

Tue Maryztanp Animan Rezon of Free and accepted masons 
containing the history of Masonry from the establishment of the 
Grand Lodge to the present time compiled by order of the Gran/ 
Lodge of Maryland. By Br. G. Keatinge. Baltimore 1797. 
12mo. 272 p. p. We quote it: Constitutions of Maryland. 

Tue Freemasons’ Lisprary, and General Ahiman Rezon, con- 
taining a delineation of the true principles of Freemasonry, &c. 
By Samuel Cole, P.M. of Concordia and Cassia Lodges. P. G. §. 
of the G. L. of Md. K.T. K.M &ec. 2d Ed. Baltimore, 1826. 
8vo. 390 p. p. Sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of Maryland. 

Tue TRUE Masonic Cuarr, &c. By Rt. Worshipful Jeremy 
L.. Cross, Grand Lecturer. New-Haven. A. D. 1820, 12mo. 200 
p. p- sanctioned by the General Grand Chapter of the U. S. 

Constitutions of the ancient and honourable Fraternity of 
Free ard accepted Masons, &c. By the Rev. Thaddeus M. Har- 
ris, A. M. member of the Mass. His. Soc. and chaplain to the 

Grand Lodge of Mass. 2d Ed. published under the sanction of the 
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Grand Lodge. Worcester, Mass. in the Christian era 1798: in 
the year of Light 5798. We quote it: Constitutions of Mass. 

Town’s Srecutative Masonry, 12mo. 2d Ed. sanctioned by 
the Grand Chapter of the state of New-York. 

Tre True Auman Rezon, ora help to all that are or would be 
Free and Accepted Masons: dedicated by order of the Grand 
Lodge of New-York to George Wasuineton, New-York City, 
1805. 275 pages, 12mo. We quote it: Const. of N. Y. 

Essais HrstoriQuEs ET CRITIQUSS sur la Franche Maconnerie. 
Par Mons. J. L. Laurens. Paris, 1805. 8vo. 266 p.p. We quote 
it: Laurens. 

Hermes ov Arcuives Maconniqves. Par une Societe De F. 
M. 2 vols 8vo. Paris 1818. 22. 

Annates Mac. dedies a son Altesse serenissime Le Prince Cam- 
baceres, Archi-chancelier de l’empire et. G. M. del’ Orient M. en 


France.Par Caillot R. C. eight volumes 12mo. from A. D. 1807 
to 1810! 


History oF FREEMASONRY. 


Mankind love the marvellous. No degree of extrav- 
agance surpasses the reach of human credulity. The 
philosopher’s stone and the universal medicine are 
monuments of frailty,in the 16th and 17th centuries, as 
reproachful to that era, as Freemasonry is to this. The 
enlightened Greek and the brave Roman bowed to 
greater follies than either of these ; and all history tells 
us of the learning and idolatry of Egypt, of the power 
and astrology of Chaldea, and of the offence at Babel, 
committed by the very sons of those, who were mir- 
aculously preserved through the deluge. 

Freemasonry is not the only mote in the eye of this 
age; and while we pluck it out, we are humble still, lest 
a beam appear for the next generation to pull from 
orbs that now see clearly. The antiquity of Freema- 
sonry entirely blinds some, and perverts the vision of a 
large majority; but it yields to the eyestone of his 
tory, the application of which we now gently renew. 

The order of Freemasonry claim, by many of their 
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most approved writers, a lodge in heaven before time, 
and make Eden the first earthly abode of their holy 
system. Moses occupies a principal share in the cere- 
monies of the order, indicative of the interest he took 
in the solemn mysteries of the living arch, and the tri- 


ple triangle, and the omnific word, Jah-bu-lun! More- 


over, if the whole thing were not false, Solomon must 
have reformed Freemasonry, and have given it the bene- 
fit of his wisdom and learning. Hardly a Masonic wri- 
ter of eminence fails to deduce the order from, or 
through, the ancient idolatrous priests of Egypt, the sect 
of the Essenes among the Jews, the Grecian mysteries 
of Eleusis, the school of Pythagoras, and the Druids of 
Germany, Britain, and Gaul. ‘‘ Wonderful mystery! 
these are not half thy various forms, while the ancient 
landmarks and usages have ever been the seme, and thy 
laws remain like those of Media and Persia, immutable, 
so that thou swearest with an oath, no earthly power 
can change them.” In addition to the above modes of 
existence the learned Mr. Lawrie brings Freemasonry to 
us by the way of the lonian architects, Finch by the 
way of the Gypsies, Ashmole by the way of the Rosi- 
crucians, and Dermott by the way of the masons. Vol- 
taire gives it birth in Flanders in the 14th century ; 
Chevalier Ramsey in the Crusades, in the Ith century ; 
and Paine in the religion and times of the ancient 
Druids; while most men, masons or not, at this day 
confess, that they neither know, nor can guess, in the 
midst of all this confusion, at what time or place Free- 
masonry did begin. 

The time has been in which darkness covered this sub- 
ject from our view ; but the cloud moved off by throwing 
all the written history of Freemasonry into one volume 
of vanity and smoke previous to the formation of the 
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Grand Lodge of London A. D. 1717; and by proving 
the falsity of the traditional history, when compared 
with itself, with the Bible, and with Josephus. This 
brings us to the period called by Masonic historians 
‘The revival of Freemasonry,” from which time we 
receive their histories for truth in matters of fact and 
date: but their ‘‘ revival” is our origin of the order. 
This recent date of Freemasonry surprises most rea- 
ders, and the Fraternity mock at it. It seems mere 
like an offset to their pretensions before time, than a so- 
ber fact proved by authentic documents. In our sixth 
Number we gave the outline of Masonic history; and 
now propose to substantiate our original position by new 
proof, and to answer some objections of the craft. 
That masonry is as old as Babel, we do not refuse te 
believe ; it is Freemasonry, otherwise called Speculative 
Masonry, of which we treat, and of which we affirm 
that its era is A. D. 1717; no man need to mistake our 
meaning. Neither do we pretend that the order was 
then made up of new principles, or of a newly created 
race of men ; but certain men and certain principles, 
previously existing, were then for the first time formal- 
ly united and embodied into that mystic order called 
Freemasonry ; and a system was formed, which did not 
exist before even by name, which system we know by 
the name of Speculative Masonry. We do not even 
suppose that all the materials of this coat of many co- 
lors came out of one fleece, or was spun and wove by 
the same king Solomon. The aprons and trowels and 
temple were taken from the masons ; the divine origin, 
mystic virtues and wonderful secrets of the order came 
from the Rosicrucians ; the magic and fortunetelling 
from the Necromancers ; the morals from the Jesuits ; 
and the horrid oaths of the order, from its own bowels. 
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But the time that all these were first publicly stitched 
together to form Speculative Masonry, was when the 
only four companies of Operative Masons in the south 
of England, met at the Appletree tavern in London, 
Feb. 1717, and constituted themselves ‘“‘the Grand 
Lodge” of England pro tempore in due form. Vide Pres- 
ton p. 166. ANnTHoNny Saver, Grand Master. 

The proof that it had no earlier existence is perfectly 
conclusive. Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, is 
a matter of great notoriety. Any question in a future 
age, of its existence in the 18th or 19th centuries, could 
be answered satisfactorily by pointing to splendid Ma- 
sonic Halls, to quarto volumes of constitutions, and oc- 
tavo histories, to medals and monuments and deeds of 
parchment, as well as deeds of wickedness. The lit- 
erature ¢f this age abounds with it. Those who read 
the account of laying the corner stone of the Bunker- 
hill Monument, will point to that pillar of national glory, 
as a proof that Freemasonry existed A. D. 1825; and, 
if that is not enough, the foundation may be removed, 
and there a medal be found with inscriptions of 
vanity, which in this republic can only belong to Most 
Worshipful Freemasonry: unless an indignant people 
should justly tear the disgraceful plate from its proud 
resting place. 

In vain we search for any proof this sort existing 
earlier than the 18th century. We find constitutions 
of Jesuits, Rosicrusians, and Alchymists. We find his- 
tories of political parties, religious sects, and Bucaneers. 
We find text books of Cabala, necromancy, astrology, 
magic, fortune telling, and various proofs of witchcraft ; 
but not a particle of evidence to shew the existence of 
Freemasonry, or Speculative Masonry. It is not men- 
tioned or alluded to; it is not painted on canvass, or 
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stamped on paper, or indented on plate. That its uni- 
versal language must have been spoken ; that its mys- 
tic characters were certainly understood, and its omnific 
word even then possessed some share of omnipotence, 
no one who believes in Freemusonry, can for a moment 
doubt. But all the proof is found in pages and docu- 
ments, in Fraternities and monuments of the 18th and 
19th centuries ; and this in such abundance, as quite to 
supply the failure of five hundred years preceding ; 
although it admits of a doubt, whether there is enough 
to supply the deficiency of the other five thousand years 
from the year of light. Fifty centuries are a long period 
for the active labors of a great mystery spread over 
the face of the whole world, to pass entirely unob- 
served: and there is no accounting for it, only as a 
great mystery, and such, Freemasonry may undoubted- 
ly be; for men do not well understand it, when it is 
fully revealed. 

We have read the volumes of Hume and Smollet and 
Bisset with care. "They give a connected history of 
England from the earliest dates to the 19th century, and 
no mention is made of Freemasonry to our recollection. 
Perhaps they were political historians, and overlooked the 
hand-maidof religion. Then we have runover Mosheim, 
who gives a faithful history of the church, century by 
century from the year of our Lord, to the 1+th century, 
and Freemasonry entirely escapes either his notice or our 
memory. Perhaps this religious man mistook its 
modest apron for the garb of a craftsman. Then we 
have read Henry and Andrews with attention. They give 
a connected history of England to A. D. 1608, with a par- 
ticular notice of the arts and of architecture. Now we shall 
hear of Freemasonry. The introduction of glass win- 
dows and chimneys, the erection of the royal exchange. 

Vol. IT. No. 11.—3 








342 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, [Vol. 


Burleigh house, and the abbey of Dumfcermline, are 
faithfully recorded, with many other things of the same 
character ; but not a word is said about Freemasonry, 
or Speculative Masonry ; and only one word about the 
‘* most ancient and honorable society that ever was, or, 
perhaps, ever will be.”* This is the more remarkable 
in Mr. Andrews, who records the fact of that great ma- 
son, Sir Walter Raleigh’s eating the bitter apples instead 
of the roots of the newly discovered potatoe ; and who 
even counts the fardingale worthy of a page in his work, 
giving a precise account of that Spanish petticoat, and 
not so much as naming a Freemason’s apron, either for 
size or form, materials oremblems! This is very strange; 
and although Jones, Sackville, Woolsey, Savage and 
Wren are often named in history, not one of them is enti- 
tled ‘‘ Most Worshipful G. Master;” which honor Free- 
masonry now confers on them all. ‘This fact is enough 
to prove what the reader must have ere this suspected, 
that all the English historians are men who hate the light 
of Freemasonry, and the order who swear away their 
neighbors character, and their own lives. 

We lay them away, and turn to honest Scotland. 
Robertson tells its story in the most exquisite manner ; 
he spreads upon his page every fact of importanee, and 
Walter Scott fills the world with the poetry of its his- 
tory. But where is the mention of Freemasonry, or 


*Henry’s His. of England. Book 4. Chap. 5. gives an extract 
from Wren’s Parentalia, p. 306, which mentions the society of 
Freemasons, and makes them one with the Operative Masons li- 
censed in the 14th century by the Pope’s Bull, to erect ehurches 
and edifices, in any part of Europe. 

But Wren’s Parentalia was left by him in MS. and was first pub- 
lished by his son Stephen, A. D. 1750. See the British Plutarch. It 
may be doubted whether Sir Chris, Wren left in his own hand 
writing the passage quoted by Henry. We doa doubt it. 
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Speculative Masonry, or the men of the cabletow? In 
the lights and shadows, in the tales and legends, in the 
songs and histories of Scotland, as well as of England, 
where is the mention of Freemasonry prior to the 18th 
century? We know of none. Jack the Giant Killer, 
Tom Thumb, and Robin Hood, live both in prose and 
verse, and so does Freemasonry ; but it did not begin to 
live in English prose or verse until A. D. 1717. Won- 
derful Mystery! so carefully concealed that its very 
name is unknown to the literature of the world for the 
lapse of fifty six centuries ! 


‘Hail Masonry! thou craft divine! 

‘Glory of earth from heaven revealed! 

** Which doth with jewels precious shine, 

‘* From all but masons eyes concealed.” 
Constitutions of N. Y. Pa. and Md. 


It is edifying to observe the modesty of the heavenly 
mystery, when it begins to reveal itself. As if mortals 
might be dazzled with the jewels of its glory too sud- 
denly displayed, it first introduces itself by the simple 
name of masonry, asin the lines above; but when years 
had accustomed men to the brightness of this revela- 
tion, it gently distinguishes itself in terms, as it had 
previously done in fact, from operative masonry, and 
sings : 

‘‘Blest be the day that gave to me 
“The secrets of Freemasonry. 
‘* Come fill up a bumper, and let it go round, 
‘Let mirth and good fellowship always abound, 
‘And let the world see 
“That Freemasonry 
“ Doth teach honest hearts to be jovial and free.” 
Const. of N. Y. p. p. 176. 179. 

It istoo much after this, to search Gibbon, Gillies, 

Ferguson, and Rollin for Freemasonry; if we did, 
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it would be of no use; they take no notice of it ; but pos- 
sibly the reader may think Freemasonry existed some- 
where, if not in the literature or realms of Great Bri- 
tain, previous to A. D. 1717. We will see. 

Prof. Robison was a mason well acquainted by per- 
sonal intercourse with the Lodges of Germany, France, 
and Russia. He says of the Germans: ail agreed that 
Freemasonry had been imported into Germany: p. 11. 
And again: ‘ It is to be particularly remarked, that all 
our brethren abroad profess to have received the mystery of 
Freemasonry from Britain.” p. 26. And he relates 
that ‘the German masons sent a deputation to Old 
Aberdeen, Scotland, to inquire after the caves where 
their venerable mysteries were known, and their trea- 
sures were hid. They had, they thought, merited some 
confidence, for they had remitted annual contributions 
to their unknown superiors to the amount of some chou- 
sands of dollars. But alas! their ambassadors found 
the Freemasons of Old Aberdeen ignorant of all this, 
and equally eager to learn from the ambassadors, what 
was the true origin and mearing of Freemasonry, of 
which they knew nothing but the simple tale of old Hi- 
ram.” Prof. Robison’s Proofs, &c. p. 64. 

The Germans not to be repulsed, and eager to know 
the true meaning of Freemasonry, sent a second depu- 
tation, to the British Isle, to acquire instruction at Lon- 
don the birthplace of masonry. Vide Proofs of a Conspir- 
ACY. p- 58. 

‘‘ But the learned Professor is an Antimason ; he is 
not to be believed on his oath.” 

Oath, Sir Knight! Oath? You begin to be very 
nice about an oath, which is hopeful of one that has 
drunk from a human scull the libation of eternal death 
with double damuation in that cup, and “ So help me 
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God” on the lips, the Knight Templar’s oath. We will fit 
you exactly. We take up the Essais sur la Franche 
Maconerie. Par Mons. J. L. Laurens. Paris, 1805. 
Mr. Laurens was a good mason, sound in the faith of 
Freemasonry, and yet a man of sense. He says: 
“‘autant il imposstble—impoxsible as it is, to determine 
the precise era of the establishment of Freemasonry in 
Europe, autant il est facile, so easy it ts, to shew in 
what manner and by what means it spread a:d propa- 
gated itself. Many reasons concur to make us believe 
that the English brought it into Europe ; and that they 
have given it the exterior form, and the different names 
by which we know it at this day. Independent of the his- 
torical monuments, which prove that long before the 
14th century it was known in England, it appears in- 
disputable that in that country of Europe it has been fur- 
nished, if 1 may so express myself, with the form in which 
it has come to us. There is not a doubt that 
the names Franche-Maconerie and Francs-macons are 
purely of English origin. Freemasonry: Freemason, 
literally rendered into French, have produced those 
strange terms: Franche-Maconerie ; Francs-macons ; 
that isto say: Maconrie Libre—Macons Libres, a man- 
ner of speaking far enough removed both from our cus- 
toms, and the genius of our language ; for it is certain if 
what we understand by Freemasonry and freemasons, 
had received in France, or in any other country besides 
England, any name whatever, that name could not have 
had so characteristic a mark of the English tongue. 
A slight knowledge of the principal languages of Eu- 
rope, and especially to know, that in English the adjec- 
tive commonly precedes the noun, is enough in order to 
become convinced that the names, Franche-Maconrie 
and Francs-Macons, have been furmed by the genius 
de la langue anglaise, of the English tongue.” p. 208. 
After criticising the masonic word Lodge at some 
length, he goes on to say: ‘I might further push the 
investigation of the terms of English etymology peculiar 
to Freemasonry, did I not fear to enter upon details, which 
Lam not permitted to publish. The usages and practices 
of the lodges in what concerns only the exterior of Free- 
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masonry, present some points of resemblance not less 
striking ; and it is this intimate relation with the pecu- 
liar character of the English people, that I cite in sup- 
port of my proposition. 

‘*What is the origin of that wearisome quantity of 
healths, with which the masonic entertainments were 
formerly burdened, which have been the occasion of so 
much sarcasm against Freemasonry, and which a good 
taste has now wisely reformed ? Is not this immode- 
rate use of a custom innocent in itself, an image of the 
too often repeated toast. which so much distinguishes 
English Clubs ? The love of good cheer, the profusion, 
the lengthening out of the feast, the intemperate drink- 
ing, which are contrary to French sobriety, and which 
reason and decency have long since banished to the 
taverns of London, to which they legitimately belong, can 
these have any relation to the object of masonic fellow- 
ship, of which they are at best only a despicable parody £ 
The grossness of these practices, introduced into France 
with Freemasonry, is too nearly allied to the taste of the 
English nation, not to be attributed to their invention.” 

The urbane Frenchman is right : Freemasonry legi- 
timately belongs to the taverns of London, and the 
songs of the books of constitutions conclude with a toast, 
as certainly as the fables of AZsop conclude with a mor- 
al. 

‘* The world is all in darkness, 
‘* About us they conjecture ; 
‘* But little think, a song and drink 
‘* Succeeds the Mason’s lecture. 
‘Chorus. Fill to him, to the brim, 
‘Let it round the table roll, 
‘The divine tells you wine 
‘* Cheers the body and the soul.”’ 


‘Then Landlord, bring a hogshead, 
«And in a corner place it; 

** Till it rebound, with hollow sound, 
‘* Each Mason here will face it. 

‘Chorus. Fill to him, &c. 


“* To the memory of him who first planted the 
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Books of Constitutions of Massachusetts, of New York, 
of Pennsylvania, and oj Maryland, each and all contain 
this song and toast ; and this is far from being the most 
indecent song recorded in these several Books of Con- 
stitutions of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodges of those 
several states. But this so outrages common decency, 
that it will be doubted by men who can never speak of 
Antimasonry without blessing Solomon Southwick, 
and to make their way to truth short, and their self-con- 
viction easy, we quote for their satisfaction the page of 
the works sanctioned by the Most Worshipfuls aforesaid, 
which contains the quoted toast and verses. Ahiman 
Rezon, of the Grand Lodge of New York, page 144,— 
Ahiman Rezon, of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
p- 127. Ahiman Rezon, of the Grand Lodge of Mary- 
land, p. 243. In the Book of Constitutions of Massa- 
chusetts, we do not mark the page; it will be no more 
than a light division of the labor, for the doubter to per- 
form that task for himself. If faithful, he will find, and 
leaving him with this encouragement to search for it, 
we turn back to Mons. Laurens. 

‘The nature of the customs connected with Freema- 
sonry, its peculiar name, the most of the words that ex- 
press the matters which make up its exterior form, se 
lient parfaitement au gout, are precisely confermed to the 
taste and peculiar genius of the English, and prove that 
in England it began to have being as a society.” p. 214. 

After further argument from the geographical posi- 
tion, free institutions, and melancholy temperament of 
the English, Mons. Laurens adds: “all these observa- 
tions incline us to believe, that it is from England Free- 
masonry comes to us, as it exists now; that is to say, 
dressed in this whimsical fashion, which almost entirely 
disguises it, and scarcely permits us to discover in it the 
precious allegory of the Egyptian philosophy.” p. 215.— 
The reader of Morgan’s Illustrations of Masonry, will 
agree with the judicious critic, that it is, indeed, most 
difficult, in that jargon, to find any thing precious; but 
the allegory of Egypt’s philosophy, an owl’s eye may 
see in the baseness of the imposture only. The philos- 
ophy which could worship an ox, which could suffer 
tamely the assault of an invading army, because it 


a ea 





348 ANTI-MASONIC REVIEW, [ Vol. 1. 


marched behind an army of cats and dogs, the Gods of 
Egypt; that philosophy may be seen not dimly in the 
impious delusions of Freemasonry. It may be doubted 
whether Egypt in its glory gave birth to any absurdity 
surpassing the tale of Hiram Abiff, whether Egypt in 
any age has produced any folly of the brain, more ut- 
terly unworthy of common sense, than the boasted mys- 
tery of Freemasonry is unworthy of the light and learning 
of the 19th century, unworthy of the refinement and 
independence, the religion and good sense of France, 
England, and America. 

The true history of the order compels us to return 
from the continent to the British Isle. Neither poet 
nor moralist, politician nor controversialist, historian, 
biographer, antiquary, or novelist of continental Europe, 
previous to to the 18th century, can be named, who 
mentions such a thing of oaths and degrees, as modern 
speculative masonry ; or who so much as writes the 
name Freemasonry, or any of its present modifications, 
in any language of Europe. We do not pretend to have 
read all, but we understand enough to challenge the 
most learned professor of masonic lore, the very sublime, 
elect, and perfect masons, to shew any author with a 
title-page older than one hundred and six years, 
who mentions or alludes to the mystery in any part of 
the earth; or to produce any medal, or manuscript, or 
monument, or well authenticated copy of any inscrip- 
tion upon any medal or monument, naming, or having 
allusion to Speculative Masonry, or Freemasonry, of a 
date earlier than the beginning of the 18th century, in 
any country on the face of the earth. 

In Great Britain Freemasonry began; in the South 
of England; in the city of London; in Charles street, 
Covent Garden; in Apple-tree tavern, on mechanic’s 
holiday, 24th June, A. D. 1717. The mother of all 
Freemasonry was then organised with a heart and head. 
Mr. Anthony Sayer, was then elected first Grand Mas- 
ter. Men of any trade or profession were made free 
and accepted masons, but only this mother Lodge had 
at that time authority to receive them. They collected 
materials for a book of constitutions, A. D. 1 718—19, 
and A. D. 1720, many of these “ were too hastily burnt 
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by some scrupulous brethren, who were alarmed at the 
intended publication of the masonic constitutions.”— 
Preston, p. 171. ‘The year A. D. 1720 is remarkable 
beyond any other which can be pitched upon by histo- 
rians, for extraordinary and romantic projects, propo- 
sals, and undertakings, both private and national, and 
which, therefore, might be recorded as a perpetual me- 
mento—never to leave it inthe power of any set of de- 
signing men to put in practice a shameful imposition 
upon the credulity of people.”—Mortimer’s History of 
England, Vol. 3, page 302. 

A. D. 1723, the first masonic book issued from the 
press. A. D. 1724, the first charity fund was commenc- 
ed. A. D. 1726, the first Provincial Grand Masters 
were appointed, and then it is believed that masons be- 
gan to be passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, and rais- 
ed to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in common 
Lodges. This high power was certainly retained some 
years solely by the mother Lodge, and its four constitu- 
ent parts in London. Sce Preston, note No. 34, marked 
k. k. page 305. It was the custom to pass and raise only 
inthe mother Lodge. See Smith, p. 73. ‘A. D. 1727 
the authority of the Grand Lodge of England was uni- 
versally acknowledged throughout Europe:” Smith, p. 
67, which no doubt is true so far as this, that every 
lodge in Europe was then in England in Europe. “A 
deputation was sent to Madrid in Spain, to constitute a 
lodge in that city. Smith, p.67. Preston, p.179. He 
does not say who was sent; but the Duke of Wharton, 
one of the early Grand Masters, having spent his estates 
by rioting and debauchery, deserted England in 1725, 
joined the pretender, and dwelt at Madrid, 1727. This 
Duke probably welcomed the deputies. 

A. D. 1728 a patent for a Provincial Lodge wag issu- 
ed for Bengal in the East Indies. Preston, p. 179. 
“This proved the first introduction of masonry into that 
part of the world.” Smith, p. 68. ‘In 1729 Freema- 
sonry was introduced into the East Indies. Lawrie, p. 
118. A. D. 1730 a patent was issued for New Jersey 
in America, but it does not appear to have been effect- 
ual. The first foothold gained by Freemasonry in North 

America, was at Boston A. D. 1733. A. D. 1734, a 
Vol. I—11.—4. 
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second edition of the book of constitutions was ordered : 
The breach between ancients and Moderns appeared ; 
and the book and the breach were made public and out- 
right A. D. 1738; in which year also the first bull of the 
Pope was issued against Freemasonry. 

The first Masonic Hall of which we have any record, 
is in Great Queen street, Lincolns-inn-fields, London. 
The first stone was laid A. D. 1775. Beneath it was 
deposited a plate with this inscription: See Smith p. 83. 
Preston p. 310. 

Anno Regni Tertii Quindecimo, 
Salutis Humane M DCC LXXV. Mensis 
Maii Die Primo 
Hunc Primum Lapidem . 
Aulae Latomorum | 
(Anglicé, Free and Accepted Masons ) : 
Posuit 
Honoratissimus Rob. Edv. Dom. PETRE, 
Baro PETRE de Writtle, 
Summus Latomorum Angliae Magister ; 
Assidentibus 
Viro Ornatissimo Rowlando Holt, Armigero, 
Summi Magistri Deputato ; 
Viris Ornatissimis 
Joh. Hatch et Hen. Dagge, 
Summis Gubernatoribus ; 
Plenoque coram Fratrum concursu. 
Quo etiam tempore regum, principumque favore, stu- 
dioque sustentatum maximos per Europam bonores 
occupaverat 
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Nomen Latomorum. 
Cui insuper nomini summum Anglie conventum praees 
se fecerat universa Fratrum per orbem multitudo. 
E Celo descendit. 
TNQOEGI FTEATTON. 
Tho. Sandby, Arm. Architecture Prof. R. A. A. Archi- 
tectus. 

The Grand Lodge translate latomorum, in their in- 
scription, for this very good reason, that no latin scholar 
would otherwise divine its meaning. ‘The ancient name 
of Freemasons in /atina lingua, the fraternity have been 
desperately puzzled to find, and we must think they 
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made a small mistake in selecting latomi for their heaven 
born order. Neither Ainsworth nor Young make us 
acquainted with the masonic word, latomi, orum. They 
give‘ Latomiae, vel lautumiae, arum. pl. f. (a Aag, lapis, 
and Tops, sectio.) (1) Quarries of stone, whither slaves 
condemned and vagabonds were sent to work. (2) a 
prison at Syracuse so called. (3) Synced. A prison. 
Plaut.”— Young’s Lat. Dic. 

Latomiae, then, is the name of the trade, and latomi 
is the name of the craftsmen, that is, slaves and vaga- 
bonds condemned tv the quarries. This is the genuine 
wit of the Mother Lodge of Freemasons; let the whole 
fraternity throw up both hands, the grand hailing sign, 
and say: So mote it be. 

‘’)RANSLATION. 

“In the 15th year of George III. May Ist, A. D. 
1775, the first stone of Slavemasons Hall, (Aulac 
Latomorum) was laid by the Rt. Hon. Robert Edward, 
Lord Petre, Baren of Writtle, Grand Master of Slavc- 
masons of England, accompanied by the Most Worship- 
ful Rowland Holt, Esq. Deputy Grand Master, the 
Worshipful John Hatch and Henry Dagge, Grand War- 
dens, with the whole fraternity of brethren. At which 
time the name of Slavemasons (latomorum) was highly 
honored, and received the kindness and countenanée of 
kings and princes throughout Europe; and the whole 
multitude of the brethren on the face of the earth have 
appointed the Grand Lodge of England to preside over 
the name of the slaves and vagabonds condemned to 
work in the quarries. 


** Tt descended from Heaven. 
“ Know THYSELF. 


«‘ Thomas Sandby, Esq. Prof. of Architecture, R. A. A. 
Architect.” 

We give this at length, because it publishes in the 
most solemn form, both the falsehood and the absurdity 
of Freemasonry. ‘‘ Jt descended from heaven; ani the 
Masons’ Lodge in England was, by the brotherhood 
throughout the world, made to preside over masonry.” — 
What claim had the English Lodge A. D. 1775, to pre- 
side over masonry throughout the world, so formally 
placed under the corner stone? The right which a pa- 
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rent has over his offspring, and no other. The claim is 
a proof of our position, that the Appletree tavern was 
the birth place of Freemasonry, and that “the whole 
brotherhood throughout the world” have sprung from 
the Grand Lodge of London, which was first constituted 
A. D. 1717, whose first Grand Master was Anthony 
Sayer, whose first publication was Anderson’s Consti- 
tutions, whose first Hall was Freemasons’ Hall, Lon- 
don, and whose first Grand Chaplain was the Rev. Dr. 
Dodd ; the same who repeatedly put other men’s names 
to his notes, and was at last hung at Tyburn A. D. 1777, 
for forgery. 


Republican Noses, or the DEFENCE of Freemasonry. 


We give a list of the Grand officers of the General 
Grand Encampment of Knight Templars for the United 
States, and alsu the G. G. Royal Arch Chapter of the U. 
S. A., elected at their triennial meeting in the city of 
New-York, Sept. A. D. 1829. We give it after long 
debate in the court of conscience. The counsel argued 
for the publication, that ours is a national work upon the 
subject of Freemasonry, and that it ought to record the 
names and honors of the Grand Officers of the General 
Grand Fraternities, for the benefit of its readers. That 
every thing relating to so great bodies of mortal free- 
masons is interesting, and their own authentic docu- 
ments are especially so, when it is considered how much 
they keep secret, in proportion to the little they publish. 

The opposing counsel replied, that all this was very 
true, but the record was contrary to the law : ‘‘serve all 
men, as you wishthat they would serve you,” and there- 
fore it ought not to be made.—This is a national work 
and it is also a work for posterity. Who, that peruses 
its pages, would gladly see his own name recorded there, 
as a General Grand Freemason, M. W. and M. E. G. 
G. H. P. of the G.G. R. A. C. of the U. S. A.? Would 
your honor? Would any christian man? Then you 
cannot allow the proposed record : you cannot disgrace 
these honest men by connecting their names with their 
folly, and handing both together down to posterity. 
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The judge took time to consider, and decided, that 
these Grand Officers were indeed dishonored in our re- 
public by affixing to their names royal, aristocratic, and 
sacerdotal titles ; that it is unkind and contrary to the 
law of neighborly love, publicly to expose private folly, 
or to hand down the public folly of honest men unneces- 
sarily for a reproach to them in future generations ; and 
in this view alone the record might be dispensed with: 
but on the other hand, the great body of Freemasons in 
the U. S. have been three years violently charged with 
teaching the matter contained in Morgan’s Illustrations 
of Masonry, for the perfection of king Solomon’s wis- 
dom ; and the General Grand Chapter of the U. S. have 
been more than a twelvemonth publicly charged with 
teaching for Royal Arch Masonry, the first 66 pages of 
a work entitled, A Revelation of Freemasonry, as pub- 
lished to the world by a convention »f seceding masons, 
held at Le Roy, Genesee Co. N. Y. on the 4th and 5th of 
July, 1828. And the Knights Templars of the United 
States have been, during the same time, charged with 
teaching the remaining fifty-one pages of that work for 
the Mystery of Masonic knighthood. These are high 
charges, accurately set forth, and solemnly affirmed by 
competent witnesses. The General Grand Fraternity 
have a right to be heard in their defence. That de- 
fence they have, in the regular course of meeting, had 
no opportunity to make until last month; and their de- 
fence ought not now to be smothered. What they did 
in chapter tyled, and encampment guarded, it is not for 
us to inquire farther than they publish it; and justice 
demands, that the record be made in full, not as an 
empty list of secret offices, but as the public and solemn 
reply to the above mentioned charges, made after due 
deliberation, by the two most dignified bodies of the 
| Fraternity of Freemasons in the United States. 

Here follows the record : 

Grand Officers of the G. G. Royal Arch Chapter. 

MOST WORSHIPFUL AND MOST EXCELLENT Edward 
Livingston, Louisiana, General Grand High Priest! ! 

MO=T WORSHIPFUL AND MOST EXCELLENT Joel R. 
Poinsett, South Carolina, Deputy General Grand High Priest! ! 
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MOST EXCELLENT REVEREND Paul Dean, Massachusetts, 

General Grand King! 

MOST EXCELLENT Joseph H. Stapleton, Maryland, Genera! 

Grand Scribe! G G. 8. 

MOST EXCELLENT Peter Grinnell, Rhode Island, General 

Grand Treasurer! G. G. T. 

MOST EXCELLENT Lebbeus Chapman, New York, General 

Grand Secretary. 

MOST EXCELLENT REVEREND Jonathan Nye, New 

Hampshire, General Grand Chaplain! 

MOST EXCELLENT DOCTOR Amos Nourse, Maine, Gener- 
al Grand Marshal! 
The Grand honors of Masonry, thrice repeated ! 

This is a ‘‘ most worshipful and most excellent” de- 
fence of Royal Arch Masonry. It is more; it not only 
clears the nocturnal order from every charge in Ber- 
nard’s Light on Masonry, and wipes it of the reproach of 
burglary, arson, kidnapping, and murder, as committed 
by its officers in the Morgan outrage, and paid for by 
its grand fraternities ; but it knocks down the arguments 
of Colden, and of the New York Legislature, and proves 
Antimasonry tc be a humbug of the first order. here 
most worshipful men resort, there must be honor ; the 
red breeches and cabletow notwithstanding. Where 
most excellent men preside, there must be dignity and 
order; the gavel and apron, and the demolition of the 
walls of Jerusalem to the contrary notwithstanding.— 
Where reverend general kings and chaplains officiate, 
impiety cannot enter ; the scene of the burning bush, and 
the use of the Lord’s name as a common password, is, 
nevertheless, to the contrary. 

It is utterly incredible that gentlemen of a fair char- 
acter should consent to stand before the public, Great 
Grand Officers of a benevolent society, the penalty of 
whose allegiance is, to have the “‘ skull smote off, and 
the brains exposed to the scorching rays of the sun.” But 
they do stand before the public as General Grand Off- 
cers of Royal Arch Masonry ; therefore R. A. Masonry 
has no such impious and absurd penalty. This is cleat 
as an owl’s eye. In one point, however, this Roys! 
Arch defence appears to us a little lame. We make ® 
low bow to the G.G. R. A. C.! It halts a little on one 
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leg. Pardon me for suggesting that the sublime order 
has legs! But it certainly limps in a way to show a 
deadly disease that it would fain hide. The Revela- 
tions charge R. A. Masonry with requiring her sons to 
‘“‘ promote the political preferment of a companion R. 
A. Mason in preference to any other of equal qualifica- 
tions.” To put the most eminently political Edward 
Livingston in the Priesthood was really exposing the 
charitable order to politica] assault; and to join with 
him in that sacred office, the name of Joel R. Poinsett, 
whose political masonry has led three State Legislatures 
to petition, and 19 to 23 members of the Mexican Con- 
gress to vote, for his expulsion from the Mexican Repub- 
lic, is a very weak defence from the charge of intermed- 
dling with politics. It is exceedingly difficult te surmise 
what Edward Livingston and Joel R Poinsett can have 
to do with a secret society’s first honors, if that society 
has no connexion with politics. They are honorable 


men, but not eminently fitted for any high priesthood 
in this republic; and we are compelled to regard the 
defence of Roya) Arch Masonry altogether as vain-glo- 
rious and unsatisfactory. 


DEFENCE of the G. G. Encampment of K.T' in the U. S. A. 
made at their triennial session in the city of New-York, 14th 
Sept. 1829. 


THE MOST EXCELLENT AND REV. SIR Jonathan 
Nye, of New-Hampshire, General Grand Master. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Ezra S. Cozier, New-York, 
Deputy General Grand Master. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Josiah Whittaker, of Rhode- 
Island, General GRAND GENERALLISSIMO!!! 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR James Eyland, of South- 
Carolina, General Grand Captain General! ! ! 

THE MOST EXCELLENT AND REV. SIR Ezekiel L. 
Bascom, of Massachusetts, General Grand Prelate. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Thomas Hubbard, of Con- 
necticut, General Grand Senior Warden. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Isaac W. Hubbard, of 
Vermont, General Grand Junior Warden. 
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THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Peter Grinnel, of Rhode- 
Island, General Grand Treasurer. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR James Herring of New- 
York, General Grand Recorder. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR G. W. Haller, of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, General Grand Warden. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Alex. E. M’Connel, of 
Lowisiana, General Grand Standard Bearer. 

THE MOST EXCELLENT SIR Ezra Griswold, of Ohio, 
General Grand Sword Bearer. 

This is a very respectable reply to the charge of swearing ‘to 
assist with counsel, purse, aud sword,” any poor, indigent knight 
Templar. Noman will believe hastily that these worthy gentle- 
men have put to their lips a human skull, and drained off its bac- 
channalian contents with an oath. Their respectability is above 
the imputation. It is solemnly affirmed, however, under the most 
trying circumstances, that the masonic order of which these rever- 
end and worthy gentlemen are the general grand officers, does 
““wage war against the enemies of innocent virgins, destitute 
widows, helpless orphans, and the Christian religion ;” and that it 
teaches its members to walk “ under the direction of the Junior 
and Senior Wardens, with the scullin one hand and a lighted taper 
in the other,” to learn them to let their “ light shine,” &c. To all 
such charges the gravity of the G. G. officers is a satisfactory reply. 
The public are satisfied. No doubt they must be satiehed. A 
wink from a mason is worth a word from a prince. And by these 
signs, the good names of the General Grand Officers, the masons 
not only intimate the honor of their order, but positively deny all 
the charges that are brought against it; and, also, give Antimasonry 
a hearty rebuff, 

This saves a deal of trouble. If they were to pick out of Light 
on Masonry all the clauses of ‘right or wrong,”’ “ murder and 
treason not excepted,” ‘his enemies my enemies,” &c. and con- 
tradict them in one word, it would be too much trouble. The 
Fraternity of Benevolence have no time for that. They are 
above speaking to such extravagant Books, as Bernard's Light 
on Masonry. ‘They came together from every Siate in the Union, 
elected their General Grandees, and went home entirely innocent 
of the charge against them. 

On the whole, we regard this as the best answer, which Freema- 
sonry can make to truth, to religion, and to the violated laws of our 
country ; but it is not sufficient to heal the widow’s heart, to guide 
the orphan’s step, or to prove the divine origin of Speculative Ma- 
sonry ; it is not sufficient to refute Bernard’s book, or to prove that 
Morgan was slain by the officers contrary to the laws and con- 
trary to the established usages of Freemasonry. 





